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A g a i n s t  t h e  b a c k d ro p  o f  a  v i o l e n t  
conf l ict , Land without  Words quest i-
ons the representative abilities of art.
T h e a t e r a n d  f i l m  i n t e r t w i n e  i n  t h e 
c h o ra l  c o n s t e l l a t i o n s  o f  c h a ra c t e r s  
a n d  c r e a t e  h a u n t i n g  i m a g e s  o f  c o o l 

r ev e r i e .
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I n  s ev e n  c o m p o s i t i o n s ,  L a n d  w i t h o u t  Wo r d s  p r e s e n t s 
a n  a d a p t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a y o f  t h e  s a m e  n a m e  b y t h e  
G e r m a n  p l a y w r i g h t  D e a  Lo h e r.  T h i s  t ra n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e a -
t r i c a l  p o e t i c s  i n to  a  g e n u i n e l y  c i n e m a t i c  p ro d u c t i o n 
s t a r t s  o u t  b y e m p l o y i n g  d ra m a t i c  fo r m s  fa m i l i a r  f ro m 
t h e  t h e a t r e .  C h o ra l  b l o c k i n g ,  a rc h e t y p a l  a c t i n g ,  a n d 
s p l i t t i n g  u p  w h a t  wa s  o r i g i n a l l y  a  m o n o l o g u e  i n to  t h e 
s p e e c h  o f  m u l t i p l e  c h a ra c t e r s :  t h e s e  a r e  s i g n s  o f  n a r-
ra t i v e  p o e t i c s  a n d  a b s t ra c t i o n . 

 G e o m e t r i c a l  fo r m s  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  v i e w e r ’ s  g a z e 
u p o n  t h e  s t a r k  c h o r e o g ra p h i e s  a n d  t h e  a c t i o n ,  w h i c h 
i s  k e p t  i n  m o n o c h ro m a t i c  h u e s .  T h e  f i l m i c  a rc h i t e c t u r e , 
c o m p r i s i n g  p e d e s t a l s ,  s t a i r s ,  a n d  p y ra m i d s ,  f e e l s  s t a -
t i c  b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  n i g h t m a r i s h l y  a n i m a t e d ,  fo r  i n 
t h e  c e a s e l e s s  i n t e r m i n g l i n g  o f  t h e  p ro t a g o n i s t s ,  t h e 
c a m e ra — a n d  h e n c e  t h e  f i l m — c i rc l e s  a ro u n d  a  w e a r y-
i n g  u n c e r t a i n t y. 

 T h u s ,  i t  i s  t h e  r e c u r r i n g  d e t a i l s  t h a t  a r e  s e t  a s i -
d e  f ro m  t h e  t ex t  a n d  c a r r i e d  o n  a s  f i l m i c  r e a c t i o n s . 
C o n to r t e d  fa c e s ,  e y e s  t h r e a t e n e d  b y k n i v e s ,  a n d  b l e e -
d i n g  e a r s  c o n j u r e  u p  t h e  r ev e r i e ,  n e g o t i a t e d  i n ,  L a n d  
w i t h o u t  Wo r d s ,  o f  a n  a r t i s t  i n  t h e  fa c e  o f  a n  i n c r e a -
s i n g l y  v i o l e n t  p r e s e n t .
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Antoinette  Zwirchmayr l ives  and works  in  V ienna. She graduated f rom 
the  Academy of  F ine  Ar ts  V ienna (V isual  Ar ts) ,  Univers i ty of  V ienna (Ro-
mance Phi lo logy)  and the  Fr ied l  Kubelka  School  (Ar t ist ic  Photography 
and Independent  F i lm). 

Her c inemat ic  works  have been presented at  numerous fest iva ls  such as  
Ber l ina le  (DE),  Toronto  Internat ional  F i lm Fest iva l  (CA),  Internat ional 
Shor t  F i lm Fest iva l  Oberhausen (DE),  F ID  Marsei l le  (FR),  CPH:DOX (DK), 
J i .h lava  Internat ional  Documentary F i lm Fest iva l  (CZ),  V iennale  (AT),  
Media  Ci ty F i lm Fest iva l  (CA),  F ICUNAM (MX),  Fest iva l  de  Sevi l la  (ES), 
Ed inburgh Internat ional  F i lm Fest iva l  (UK)  and have been granted with 
severa l  awards  and scholarships . These inc lude a  6-month  New York 
Residency ( ISCP)  2022, the  Outstanding Ar t ist  Award 2020, the  Annual  
Fe l lowship  for Photography (Kul tur Land Salzburg)  2017, the  START Fel-
lowship  of  the  Federa l  Chancel lery 2017, the  Kodak Cinemat ic  V is ion 
Award of  the  Ann Arbor F i lm Fest iva l  2016, the  Diagonale  Award for In-
novat ive  F i lm 2016, the  Diagonale  Award for Best  Shor t  Documentary 
2014 and the  B i rg i t  Jürgenssen Award in  2013.

In  addi t ion , focus  programs took  p lace  at  Galer ie  Eva  Presenhuber (AT), 
at  Mumok Kino  (AT),  at  Anthology F i lm Archives  New York  (US),  at  Uppsala  
Shor t  F i lm Fest iva ls  (SE),  in  the  Austr ian  F i lmmuseum (AT),  at  the  Ar t 
C inema OFFoff  in  Ghent  (BE),  at  C inémathèque Québécoise  (CA),  at  
C INEMATEK in  Brussels  (BE),  F i lmoteca Española  Madr id  (ES),  Sa lzburger 
Kunstvere in  (AT),  F i lmmakers  Fest  Mi lano ( IT ) ,  Monokino  Ostend (BE). 

Dea Loher is  a  German wr i ter based 
in  Ber l in .    Her work  inc ludes drama, 
f ict ion  and l ibrettos . 

Dea Loher ’s  dramas have been t rans-
lated into  over 15  languages and are 
performed wor ldwide. She has  re-
ceived numerous pr izes  and awards, 
inc luding the  2006 Ber to l t  Brecht 
Pr ize , two t imes the  Mülheim Drama 
Pr ize , and the  Ber l in  L i terature  Pr ize .    

“Anyone who engages with  her p lays 
is  forced to  abandon convent ional 
labels .  The theater wor ld  wi l l  proba-
bly eventual ly agree to  s imply ca l l 
Dea Loher ’s  work  ‘ loheresque,’  thus 
f ind ing  the  u l t imate  term for the  ex-
traord inary inte l l igence, l inguist ic 
power, and emot ional  intensi ty of 
th is  wr i ter ’s  p lays .” (Uwe Wit tstock 
in  h is  laudatory speech) 

Her latest  p lay, “Ms Yamamoto is 
st i l l  here” wi l l  be  premiered on  sep -
tember 12 ,  2024, s imultaneously in 
Tokyo and Zür ich .
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In  2002, her shor t  f i lm YOAKE was inv i ted  to  Cannes 
and won the  Cinematography Pr ize  at  the  Tarragona 
F i lm Fest iva l  in  2003. Dur ing  her studies  of  c inema-
tography at  the  Univers i ty of  Music  and Performing 
Ar ts  in  V ienna, she  began co l laborat ing  with  Mar ie 
Kreutzer.  THE FATHERLESS premiered at  the  Ber l ina le  
in  2011  and received a  Jury Specia l  Ment ion , win-
n ing  four awards  at  the  Diagonale , inc luding Best  
C inematography, making Koppe the  f i rst  woman to 
receive  th is  award. She a lso  worked on  HE GROUND  
BENEATH MY FEET, which  competed at  the  Ber l ina le 
in  2019 and earned her the  Kodak Analog Award. In 
2020, she  received the  Romy Award the  second t ime 
for THE LAST PROBLEM. She has  been nominated three 
t imes for the  Austr ian  F i lm Award and is  a  member of 
the  Austr ian  Associat ion  of  C inematographers  and the 
Austr ian  F i lm Academy.

L isa  Truttmann is  an  ar t ist  and f i lmmaker based in  V ienna.  
Her work  explores  the  structures  of  soc ia l ,  urban, and 
natura l  landscapes, b lending documentary moments , 
personal  impressions, and c inemat ic  staging in  an  es-
say ist ic  manner.  She studied Transmedia  Ar t  at  the 
Univers i ty of  Appl ied  Ar ts  V ienna and received a  Fu l-
br ight  Scholarship  for the  Graduate  Program in  F i lm/
Video at  the  Cal i forn ia  Inst i tute  of  the  Ar ts .  Her f i lms 
and insta l lat ions  have been featured in  exhib i t ions  and 
f i lm fest iva ls  such as  CPH:DOX Copenhagen, New York 
FF Pro ject ions , Images Fest iva l  Toronto, J ih lava  IDFF, 
V iennale , D iagonale , KHM Vienna, MAK Vienna, Kunst-
hal le  Pro ject  Space, and Al ianza  Francesa Buenos  
A i res . She has  been teaching at  the  Univers i ty of  Ar t  and 
Design  L inz  and the  Univers i ty of  Appl ied  Ar ts  V ienna 
s ince  2017  and has  been a  member of  the  Golden P ixe l 
Cooperat ive  s ince  2018.
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After complet ing  her studies  in  economics  and cu l-
tura l  studies , she  t rans i t ioned into  the  rea lm of  f i lm 
product ion , assuming var ious  ro les  with in  the  f ie ld .  
Notably,  she  has  establ ished a  longstanding par tner-
ship  with  the  esteemed Austr ian  ar t ist  and f i lmmaker, 
Anto inette  Zwirchmayr, contr ibut ing  to  the  product ion 
of  her h ighly acc la imed works  such as  IN  THE SHADOW 
OF UTOPIA 2017  (Ber l ina le) ,  “WHAT I  REMEMBER 2017” 
(F ID  Marsei l le  ) ,  and DEAR DARKNESS 2021(CPH:DOX). 
Current ly,  she  serves  as  a  producer at  Fre ibeuterF i lm, 
an  Austr ian  product ion  out let ,  where  she is  act ive ly  
engaged in  her f i rst  feature  f i lm pro ject .  She is  an 
a lumna of  prest ig ious  programs such as  EAVE Marke-
t ing  and MAIA Workshop and serves  as  a  member of 
the  se lect ion  committee  for the  f i lm funding sect ion  of 
the  Austr ian  Federa l  Min istry of  Ar ts  and Cul ture .

Ursula  Winterauer l ives  and works  as  a  composer,  sound 
art ist , and curator in  Vienna. In  addit ion to  her solo  project  
under the  pseudonym Gischt ,  where  she explores  raw 
and analog sounds with in  d ig i ta l  overdeterminat ion , 
she  works  as  a  sound designer and composer for f i lm 
and develops  composi t ions  for performances and con-
temporary dance. She is  co-founder and label  boss  of  
Vent i l  Records  and serves  as  co-organizer and adminis-
trat ive  d i rector of  the  Unsafe+Sounds Fest iva l .  With in  
th is  context ,  she  is  invo lved in  the  ongoing develop-
ment  and rea l izat ion  of  ar t ist ic  pro jects  in  the  rea lm of 
sound ar t  and e lectronic  music  in  the  broadest  sense, 
t ranscending genre  boundar ies .
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Based on a Theater Play by  Dea Loher
Director  Antoinette Zwirchmayr
Cinematography  Leena Koppe
Gaffer  Thomas Münster
Editing  Lisa Truttmann
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Sound  Vinzenz Schwab
Set Construction  Matthias Bildstein
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Duration  37min
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End Format  DCP
Sound System  5.1
Aspect Ratio 1.33:1
FPS  24
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